THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

arbitrary violence and exactions on the part of local authori-
ties. For this purpose foreigners were granted consular pro-
tection, and the consuls were given the right of penal and civil
jurisdiction and of being present at mixed trials in native
tribunals.

In the time of Mohammed Ali and Ibrahim, the power of
the Viceroy was strong enough to curb the ambitions of the
consuls. Even during the reign of Abbas the foreigners were
kept under control. But when the hold of the Government
began to weaken, the foreign adventurers who flocked to
Egypt in the wake of De Lesseps and of other Europeans
engaged by Ismail in the different departments of state began
to daim by convention certain immunities that placed them
above the law of the land.

In spite of the fact that foreigners in Turkey, from which
the Capitulations originally came, were not allowed any extra-
territorial rights, the foreigners in Egypt, under cover of the
Capitulations, enjoyed several privileges. They were tried for
offences before their own consular courts; and even cases in
which Egyptians were involved as litigants had to be taken to
the consular courts to guarantee a speedy decision, for it was
practically impossible to execute any sentence against a
foreigner without the consent of his consul. A foreigner's
person, house or shop was inviolable and jnaccessible without
the presence of the consul or his deputy. The consular courts
were even empowered to try cases against the Government and
to pass sentences against it.

Abuse of the Capitulations was carried further still. For
though Turkey asserted her right of trying foreign criminals,
in Egypt practice prevented the Government from trying
foreigners for their crimes before the national courts. Foreign
criminals in Egypt had to be tried and, if necessary, im-
prisoned by their consuls; in case of an appeal the matter had
to be referred to the nearest European court to which the
offender belonged. Thus a Frenchman would be referred to
Marseilles, an Italian to Ancona, and a Greek to the court of
A&aas. Imagine a country which depended for its public
security OB sentences pronounced by foreign judges in foreign
courts 10 odber countries!
The cousals and their governments gradually abused the